20 March 1840. — 3 Vict. 




For the Suppression of Vagrancy and Mendicancy in Ireland 
in Unions having Workhouses capable of receiving and 
affording Relief to the Destitute Poor. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



TglJftJ ii? <£311(0; it is expedient to make provision in the man- Preamble: 
ner hereinafter mentioned for the suppression of Vagrancy 
and Mendicancy in Ireland, in Unions having Workhouses capable 
of receiving and affording Relief to the Destitute Poor; 3iBe it 
5 therefore (Enacted, by The QUEEN’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the Authority of the same, THAT every person begging or i 
gathering alms, or placing himself for the purpose of receiving or 
10 gathering alms, or setting any child to do so, within any Union in 
which the Poor Law Commissioners shall at anytime, not less than One 
month previously, have declared a workhouse to be fit for the recep- 
tion of the destitute Poor, and which workhouse shall be at the time 
capable of receiving and affording relief to such person or child, 

1 5 shall be liable to be imprisoned and kept to hard labour as herein- 
after mentioned ; and it shall be lawful for any Justice of the Peace 
to commit such offender (being thereof convicted before such Jus- 
tice by his own view, or by the confession of such offender, or by 
the evidence on oath of One or more credible witness or witnesses) 
to the Common Gaol or House of Correction, there to be kept to hard 
labour for any time not exceeding One calendar Month. 

t44- a And 
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And be it Enacted, That every person committing any of the 
aforesaid offences, after having been convicted as aforesaid ; and 
every person going about as a gatherer or collector of alms, or 
endeavouring to procure charitable contributions of any kind under 
any false or fraudulent pretence ; every person wandering abroad, 5 
and endeavouring, by exposure of wounds or deformity, to obtain 
alms; and every person apprehended for any offence under this 
Act, and violently resisting any constable or other peace-officer so 
apprehending him, and being subsequently convicted of the offence 
for which he shall have been so apprehended; and every person 10 
breaking or escaping out of any place of legal confinement before 
the expiration of the term for which he shall have been committed 
or ordered to be confined by virtue of this Act, shall be liable to be 
imprisoned and kept to hard labour as hereinafter mentioned ; and 
it shall be lawful for any Justice of the Peace to commit such 15 
offender (being thereof convicted before such Justice by the con- 
fession of such offender, or by the evidence on oath of One or more 
credible witness or witnesses) to the Common Gaol or House of Cor- 
rection, there to be kept to hard labour for anytime not exceeding 
Three calendar Months. 20 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any person whatsoever 
to apprehend any person who shall be found offending against this 
Act, and forthwith to take and convey him or her before some Justice 
of the Peace to be dealt with in such manner as is hereinbefore 
directed, or to deliver him or her to any constable or other peace- 25 
officer of the place where he or she shall have been apprehended, to 
be so taken and conveyed as aforesaid ; and in case any constable or 
other peace-officer shall refuse or wilfully neglect to take such 
offender into custody, and to take and convey him or her before 
some Justice of the Peace, or shall not use his best endeavours to 30 
apprehend and to convey before some Justice of the Peace any 
person that he shall find offending against this Act, it shall be 
deemed a neglect of duty in such constable or other peace-officer ; 
and he shall, on conviction, be punished in such manner as is 
hereinafter directed. ^ „ 

And be it Enacted, That when any Justice as aforesaid shall commit 
any offender convicted under this Act as aforesaid, to the House of 
Correction, and when any such offender shall give notice.of his or her 
intention to appeal against the conviction of him or her, and shall 
enter into recognizance, as hereinafter directed, to prosecute such 
appeal, such Justice shall require the person by whom such offender 
shall be apprehended, and the person or persons whose evidence 
shall appear to him to be material to prove the offence, and to 

support 
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support such conviction, to become bound in recognizance to 
Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors, to appear at the General 
or Quarter Sessions to which such appeal shall be made, to 
give evidence against such offender touching such offence; and 
5 the Justices of the Peace at their said General or Quarter Sessions, 
are hereby authorized and empowered, at the request of any person 
who shall have become bound in any such recognizance, to order 
the Treasurer of the County, Riding or Division in which the offence 
shall have been committed, to pay unto such prosecutor, and 
j o unto the witness or witnesses on his or her behalf, such sum or sums 
of money as to the Court shall seem reasonable and sufficient to re- 
imburse such prosecutor, and such witness or witnesses respectively 
for the expenses he, she or they shall have been severally put to, and 
for his, her and their trouble and loss of time in and about such 
15 prosecution ; which order the Clerk of the Peace is hereby directed 
and required forthwith to make out and deliver unto such prosecutor, 
or unto such witness or witnesses ; and the said Treasurer is 
hereby authorized and required, upon sight of such order, forth- 
with to pay unto such prosecutor or other person or persons autho- 
20 rized to receive the same, such money as aforesaid ; and the said 
Treasurer shall be allowed the same in his account, and the same 
shall be paid out of the public moniesofthe County, Riding or Divi- 
sion raised by Grand Jury presentment ; and in case any such person 
or persons as aforesaid shall refuse to enter into such recognizance, it 
25 shall be lawful for such Justice to commit such person or persons so 
refusing to the Common Gaol, there to remain until he, she or they 
shall enter into such recognizance, or shall be otherwise discharged 
by due course of law. 



And be it Enacted, That in case any constable or other peace- 
30 officer shall neglect his duty in any thing required of him by this 
Act, or in case any person shall disturb or hinder any constable or 
other peace-officer in the execution of this Act, or shall be aiding, 
abetting or assisting therein, and shall be thereof convicted upon the 
oath of One or more credible witness or witnesses before One or more 
35 Justice or Justices of the Peace, every such offender shall, for every 
such offence, forfeit any sum not exceeding Five Pounds ; and in 
case such offender shall not forthwith pay such sum so forfeited, the 
same shall be levied by distress and sale of the offender’s goods, by 
warrant from such Justice or Justices; and if sufficient distress 
40 cannot be found, it shall be lawful to and for One or more Justice 
or Justices to commit the person so offending to the House of 
Correction, there to be kept for any time not exceeding Three 
calendar Months, or until such fine be paid ; and the said Justice or 
Justices shall cause the said fine, when paid, to be forthwith deli- 
144 * N a 2 vered 
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vered to the Treasurer of the County, Riding or Division where such 
offence shall have been committed, to be by him added to and used 
as part of the stock of the said County, Riding or Division. 

And be it Enacted, That in case any constable or other peace- 
officer shall be convicted before any One or more Justice or Justices 5 
of the Peace for any neglect of duty required of him by this Act, or 
any disobedience of any lawful warrant or order of any Justice or 
J ustices of the Peace issued under this Act, then and in every such 
case it shall be lawful for such Justice or Justices, upon conviction 
of any such offender, to reimburse and allow to the person or persons io 
on whose complaint or information such offender shall have been 
convicted, all necessary costs and expenses which such person or 
persons may thereby have incurred, or by any appeal made in con- 
sequence thereof, by making an order under his or their hands or 
seals upon the Treasurer of the County, Riding or Division, to pay 15 
to such person or persons the amount of such costs and expenses, 
on producing the said order and giving a receipt for the same ; and 
the same shall be allowed the said Treasurer in his account, and be 
paid out of such public monies as aforesaid. 

And be it Enacted, That any person aggrieved by any conviction 20 
or determination of any Justice or Justices of the Peace out of 
Quarter Sessions in or concerning the execution of this Act, may 
appeal to the next General or Quarter Sessions for the County, 
Riding, Division or place in and for which such Justice or Justices 
shall have so acted, giving to the Justice or Justices of the Peace 
whose act or determination shall be appealed against, notice in 
writing of such appeai and of the ground thereof, within Seven Days 
after such act, conviction or determination, and before the next 
General or Quarter Sessions, and entering, within such Seven Days, 
into a recognizance, with sufficient surety, before a Justice of the go 
Peace for the County or place in which such person shall have been 
convicted, personally to appear and prosecute such appeal ; and 
upon such notice being given and such recognizance being entered 
into, such Justice is hereby empowered to discharge such person out 
of custody ; and the Court, at such General or Quarter Sessions, shall 35 
hear and determine the matter of such appeal, and shall make such 
order therein as shall to the said Court seem meet ; and in case of 
the dismissal of the appeal, or the affirmance of the conviction, 
shall issue the necessary process for the apprehension and punish- 
ment of the offender, according to the conviction. 



2 5 



40 



And be it Enacted, That no proceeding to be had before any 
Justice or Justices of the Peace, under the provisions of this Act, 
shall be quashed for want of form ; and every conviction of any 

offender 
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offender under this Act shall he in the form or to the effect following, 
or as near thereto as circumstances will permit ; (that is to say) 



5 



} BE it Remembered, That on the 

day of in the year of our Lord 

at in the 

County of A. B, is convicted before 

me, C. D., one of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace in and 
for the said County, within the intent and meaning of the 
statute made in the year of the reign of Her 

Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled, ‘An Act’ [here insert the 
title of this Act], of the offence following ; (that is to say) for 
that the said A. B., on the day of 

in the said County [here state the offence proved before the 
Magistrate], and for which said offence the said A.B. is 
ordered to be committed to the House of Correction at 

there to be kept to hard labour for the 



space of 

Given under my hand and seal the day and year and at the 
place first above written.” 



20 And the Justice or Justices of the Peace before whom any such Conviction to 
conviction shall take place shall, and he and they is and are hereby 
required to transmit the said conviction to the next General orQuarter 
Sessions of the Peace to be holden in and for the County, Riding, 

Division or place wherein such conviction shall have taken place, 

25 there to be filed and kept on record ; and a copy of the conviction 
so filed, duly certified by the Clerk of the Peace, shall and may be 
read as evidence in any court of record, or before any Justice or 
Justices of the Peace acting under the powers and provisions of 
this Act. 

30 And be it Enacted, That in all cases where an action shall be 
brought against any Justice of the Peace, constable or other person 
for or on account of any matter or thing whatsoever done or com- 
manded by him in the execution of his duty or office under this 
Act, such Justice, constable or other person, if he shall have judg- 
35 ment in his favour, shall have Treble costs awarded to him by the 
Court, unless the Judge shall certify that there was a reasonable 
cause for such action. 

10. 

And be it Enacted, That every such action shall be commenced Limitation of 
within Three calendar Months after the cause of action or com- 
40 plaint shall have arisen, and not afterwards ; and if any person or 
persons shall be sued for any matter or thing which he, she or 
they shall have done in the execution of this Act, he, she or 
144. a 3 they 
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they may plead the General Issue, and give the special matter in 
evidence. 



tion^Snse. ll Enacted, That in the construction of this Act the 

word “ county shall be construed to include in its meaning “ county 
of a city or county of a town and in describing any person or 5 
thing, any word importing the singular number shall be construed 
to mean also several persons or things respectively, unless there be 
something in the subject or context repugnant to such construction. 



.Act not to 
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Act may he 
altered this 
Session. 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to extend or apply to England or Scotland, to 
nor tb alter any law now in force relating to lunatic vagrants. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed 
by any Act to be passed in this present Session of Parliament. 
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